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Background & motivation
§ Increasing number of users of GI data
§ Where can I get data sets, who produces them?
§ What are the characteristics of the data sets, which

one fits best my needs?
§ Where can I get it? Is it really SO expensive?

à Full potential of the resources is not used
§ Growing variety of data producers and

processors
§ How to make the data set visible and market it among

potential users?
§ How to increase cost­efficiency of the distribution

process?

àà New service type needed to meetNew service type needed to meet
different needsdifferent needs
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Spatial data lending service

Piloted 2003­2004

Operational 2005­2006
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The main properties of the service
§ Delivers samples of spatial data sets from various

producers to data users
§ Allows testing of data sets before final selection
§ Combines metadata services with cartographic

representation and testing of data
§ Allows use of dowloaded data for 12 months
§ Improves GI data availability for research,

development and GI education

§ Is non­commercial but supports commercial
activities indirectly

§ Operates with low cost, enabled by volunteer data
producers high level of automatization
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Download area

•200 x 200 km area in
SW Finland

•Includes varying lanscapes
•18 data providers
•100+ datasets
•All core datasets

of INSPIRE
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Administrative setting of the service

Data producer

Secretariat of the
service

Data user

Use agreement
for 1 year

Delivery
agreement
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AffectoGenimap
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Geological Survey
of Finland
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National Land
Survey
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Finnish Maritime
Administration
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Finnish Environment
Institute
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City of Turku
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National Population
Registry
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Services of the Lending Facility

Metadata
search Map services

Statistics

Download
to own
computer

News
Personal

download info



Users of the service



EC GI & GIS Conference, 23.6.2006

Users of the service

§ Registered
users: 640
§ Number of

users with
downloads:
250
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Users of the service

§ Registered
users: 640
§ Number of

users with
downloads:
250
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NGO's
3 %

Enterprice
21 %

Govermental
13 %Research

institutes
3 %

Universities
36 %

Polytechnics
3 %

Basic
education

8 %

Missing
information

13 %

Users of the service

Research &
education

50%



Uses of the service
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Number of visiting IPs per month
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Use of different services
Other services

16 %

Map services
64 %

Metadata
20 %
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Intended use of the data sets

Testing
38 %

Teaching
18 %

Development
7 %

Research
15 %

Other
22 %
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Benefits to the participants

Data producer

Data user

à Visibility in the market
à Promotion of data sets
à Channel for user­feedback

à Discovery of relevant data sets
à Comparison of data sets
à Faster kick­off of innovations
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Concluding thoughts
§ Open services can be built even with the current

data policy
§ Data sets are not harvested even when freely

available
§ Free delivery of data is useful also for data

providers
§ Possibility to view and test the data brings

metadata to life
§ Development towards personalised service is

needed
§ Permanent funding mechanism is vital for further

development



Welcome to
the service!
www.paikkatietolainaamo.fi

http://www.paikkatietolainaamo.fi

